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Preface 
 
The “2nd International Conference on Horticultural Sciences” was held at 

Institute of Horticulture Sciences University of Agriculture Faisalabad on February 18-20, 
2016. The theme for the conference was “Production Challenges and Food Security”.  

In agriculture enterprises, horticulture offers the best alternative for increasing 
food self-dependency, improve diet and ensure the generation of higher earnings and 
employments. Global horticulture industry has seen unprecedented growth during the 
past three decades. Adaption of the scientific knowledge in improving production 
technologies, supply chain systems and postharvest management has greatly enhanced 
produce quantity and quality. But, there is still need to find answers to several other 
important issues. Biotic and abiotic stresses hamper food yield. Similarly, economic 
production of healthier foods, efficient energy and water use, reduction in postharvest 
losses and food security are few of the major challenges to world horticultural industry. 
Meeting these challenges in developing countries is even harder due to lack of resources, 
infrastructure and awareness in local growers. Pakistan is bestowed with diverse climatic 
and soil conditions, which are suitable for the cultivation of many fruits, vegetables, 
ornamentals and medicinal plants. However, like other developing countries, Pakistan is 
also facing challenges in production and postharvest management of fruits, vegetables, 
ornamentals and medicinal crops. 

Since, scientific community is striving hard to find solutions to these and other 
such issues, it was deemed desired to provide a platform to the researchers, scientists, 
growers, processors, exporters and other stakeholders to share their novel ideas for food 
safety and security issues in horticulture production and postharvest management. 
Subject experts from all corners of the world presented their ideas and research findings 
in technical sessions on nursery management, biodiversity and conservation, breeding 
and biotechnology, organic and protected horticulture, production and management, 
plant nutrient and water management, plant protection, stress management, mushroom 
technology, postharvest management, processing and value addition, extension and 
commercialization and marketing and economics. Every presentation was followed by a 
comprehensive discussion session. Thus, the conference provided an excellent 
opportunity to discuss issues related to production and food security and benefit from 
the experience and knowledge of subject experts. Potential problems and their possible 
solutions were highlighted and resources were identified to disseminate the documented 
information and enhance the scope and service of the conference proceedings. So, the 
publication of the conference proceedings would be of great significance of stakeholder 
of horticulture industry and would be a useful addition to the existing knowledge on 
horticultural sciences. Finally, I would like to congratulate the organizers of the 
conference, the editors and the publisher of the proceedings for a job very well 
accomplished.  

Even though, proceeding papers are peer reviewed and repeated editing have 
been done to rectify possible errors, but if errors still exist, those may please be ignored. I 
shall welcome any suggestion from the readers which may help to improve upcoming 
events of similar importance. 

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Amjad 

Convener Organizing Committee 
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